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Welcome
From the Chairman & President

‘I believe the children are our future, teach them well and let them lead the way. Show
them all the beauty they possess inside. Give them a sense of pride to make it easier. Let
the children's laughter remind us how we used to be...’ ‐ The Greatest Love of All
FEED (SEC Reg. #: CN201119068) is dedicated to raising funds for the
protection and preservation of the Philippine environment, and
providing scholarships and research grants to youth leaders focused
on agriculture, biological, environmental, farming and forestry
sciences.
As an independent, non‐stock, non‐profit, FEED carries out its mission
in partnership with academia, public and private sector, individual
donors, volunteers and friends who share in its mission; and on the
basis of social enterprise and livelihood development.
Since the 1960s, the forest area of the Philippines is estimated to
have declined from 12 million hectares to a current level of about 5.7
million hectares, which includes less than 1 million hectares of virgin
forest largely confined to very steep and inaccessible areas.
The official figure of forest area in the Philippines is about 33% of the
land area. Most remaining virgin forests have been given protected
status, but many of these areas are in critical condition and remain
threatened due to inadequate protection resulting from lack of funds
allocated, lack of endorsement from relevant agencies, and other
setbacks.
Despite the Philippine Government’s bans on the export of logs,
timber and the harvest of virgin forests, the rate of deforestation
remained at about 150,000 hectares in the 1980s. With the 1991
Forestry Master Plan, a total of 1.4 million hectares of plantation
forest was achieved, while targeting an additional 3 million hectares
of plantations active by end‐2015.

FEED works with keen and committed individuals and
organizations to expand a collective reach and impact together; to
endorse quality and consistent Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) investments; to replicate successful public private
partnerships focused on social enterprise ‐ and to encourage
sustainable development for people, planet and progress in the
Philippines.
Students & Volunteers for the Environment (SAVE) and SEEDS for
FEED (S4F) are two pillars of FEED’s Living Legacy partnership
expansion program, focused on social forestry and enterprise and
Seedling & Nursery developments promoting bio‐diverse and
climate smart crop growing for the benefit of impoverished
communities.
We thank you for your
encouragement, participation and
support, and are inspired to empower
more environmentalists and
educationalists for a better, brighter
tomorrow.
MABUHAY!
Jacob & Ophie M. Bakker
FEED Chairman & FEED President
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The Program
Ophie & Friends Sing Green:

A Musical Tribute to
Education & the
Environment
6:00pm COCKTAILS & CANAPES RECEPTION
6:30pm PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM
WELCOME MESSAGE
PART I LOVE & LIFE
1. INVOCATION: THE PRAYER ‐ Ophie & Henry‐Jacques
2. TREES (FROM THE POEM BY JOYCE KILMER) ‐ Ophie
3. YOU RAISE ME UP – Henry‐ Jacques
4. WIND BENEATH MY WINGS ‐ Ophie
5. UNCHAINED MELODY – Ophie & Jack
6. OH MY MAN & CAN'T HELP LOVIN' THAT MAN OF
MINE – Ophie
7. “TULPEN UIT AMSTERDAM” – Ophie & Jack
RAFFLE DRAW ‐ 1 BUSINESS CARD/NAME ON TICKET PER
PERSON INTO THE FISHBOWL!
7:45pm

Intermission (15 mins)

PART II PEOPLE, PLANET, PARTNERS(HIPS)
8:00pm KEYNOTE: SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA
8. NATURE BOY – Fides Cuyugan Asensio
9. SUMMERTIME – Fides Cuyugan Asensio

'Music expresses that
which cannot be put into
words and that which
cannot remain silent'…
VICTOR HUGO

10. EXODUS (THIS LAND IS MINE) – Lorenzo
11. ANTHEM – Josh
12. FROM A DISTANCE – Ophie
13. WE ARE THE WORLD – Southeastern College Children’s
Choir
14. PARAISO – Southeastern College Children’s Choir
15. GREATEST LOVE OF ALL – Ophie
9:30pm CLOSING RECEPTION
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Keynote Speaker
Senator Loren Legarda
On People, Planet & Partners(hips)

Brief Biodata

‘Call for a Whole‐of‐Society Approach to Address Climate Change’

She is a three‐term Senator of the Republic of the Philippines,
currently chairing the Committees on Finance, Climate Change,
and Cultural Communities.

On November 24th, 2015, Senator Legarda renewed her call for
convergence between and among government agencies, private
sector, civil society groups and individuals in addressing the impacts
of climate change and extreme weather events.

She principally authored or sponsored the Philippines’ foremost
environmental and climate laws, such as the Climate Change Act,
People’s Survival Fund Law, Disaster Risk Reduction &
Management Act, Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, Clean
Water Act, Renewable Energy Act, and Environmental Education
Awareness Act.
She is the only female to top the Philippine Senatorial election
twice, and the only woman to serve as majority floor leader.
She is a member of the Global 500 Roll of Honor of the UN
Environment Programme UNEP Laureate and recognized as a
Global Leader of Tomorrow by the World Economic Forum.
Since 2008, she has been the UNISDR Asia Pacific Regional
Champion for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change
Adaptation.
She holds a Masters in National Security Administration from the
National Defense College of the Philippines and a Bachelor in
Broadcast Communications from the University of the Philippines,
cum laude. She is both an awardee of the Ten Outstanding Young
Men (TOYM) and The Outstanding Women in the Nation’s Service
(TOWNS) of the Philippines.

As Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Climate Change,
Senator Legarda made the call as the country celebrated National
Climate Change Consciousness Week (November 19‐25, 2015) with
the theme, “Multiple Pathways, One Direction”.
“The solutions to climate change are technical
and complex but one of the fundamental solutions
is to change our collective consciousness,
specifically consumerism and our throwaway
culture,” she said.
“There are many ways to address climate change.
It can only be resolved if we inculcate change
individually while governments, private sector and
civil society groups work at the macro level,”
Legarda concluded.
Source: http://lorenlegarda.com.ph/legarda‐renews‐call‐for‐whole‐of‐
society‐approach‐to‐address‐climate‐change/

She is a lieutenant colonel in the Philippine Air Force reserve.

‘Climate change is no longer a scientific issue. It has become the greatest
humanitarian challenge of our time as it threatens our basic human
rights ‐ food, health, potable water, decent shelter, and even life itself.’
September 2015
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FEED Patrons & Partners of
Education and the Environment
‘The foundation of
every state is the
education of its youth.’
Diogenes

Adopt a Coral
Auggie Cordero
Ayala Corporation
Ching Family
CMD Flowers & Evergreen Company
FEED Patrons ‐ all of you here today!
Manila Symphony Orchestra
Manila North Tollways Corporation
Metro Pacific Tollways Corporation
Millet Mananquil
Missionaries of the Poor
Munting Nayon
Pampanga State Agricultural University
Patis Tesoro
Philippine Army
Philippine Daily Inquirer
Philippine Star
Southeastern College
Southeastern College Children’s Choir
Tollways Management Corporation
University of the Philippines Los Baños
Via Mare
Wong Chu King Foundation
Zambawood

‘Trees are the earth's
endless effort to speak
to the listening heaven.’
Rabindranath Tagore
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Special Mention: Legacy Partners

Via Mare Corporation is a duly registered company backed by
more than 30 solid years of experience. It opened its very first Via
Mare Seafood Specialty Restaurant on September 5, 1975 and has
since grew and continue to be a frontrunner in the restaurant and
catering industry.
It currently operates the Cafe Via Mare, a dining concept that has
been hailed as a pioneer at creating a truly Filipino café. This
brand copped a niche in the hearts of diners with such
heartwarming fares as bibingka, puto bumbong, pancit luglog and
dinuguan.
Also along with it is the Via Mare Oyster Bar, an upscale seafood
dining restaurant well‐known for its oyster menus, and lastly Via
Mare Catering, a mobile catering services provider for the
business, government and social sectors of Manila as well as other
major cities of the country.
Through the years its restaurant outlets and catering division
brought pride to the Philippines through its tireless pursuit of
elevating Filipino cooking to a global status at par with the world's
best.
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Special Mention: Green Corridor National Highway Partners

Metro Pacific Tollways Corporation‐
owns Manila North Tollways
Corporation, First Philippine
Infrastructure Development
Corporation and Tollways
Management Corporation, which in
turn operates the Subic–Clark–Tarlac
Expressway and North Luzon
Expressway.

MNTC is primarily in the business of
developing, designing, constructing,
financing, operating and managing
toll road projects,

TMC is primarily engaged in carrying
on the operations and maintenance
of toll roads, its facilities,
interchanges and all related works.

As builder‐concessionaire of toll
roads, MNTC runs the 90‐kilometers
NLEX which sets the pace of world‐
class tollways in the Philippines. NLEX
is the country's showcase for toll road
operations, management and
maintenance and customer service
with standards comparable to
modern toll roads elsewhere in the
world. It serves approximately
170,000 vehicles per day. It is the
main road artery that connects Metro
Manila to some 15 million people in
North and Central Luzon.

It operates and maintains the 84‐
kilometer North Luzon Expressway
and recently the 94‐kilometer Subic
Clark Tarlac Expressway.

MNTC began commercial operations
of the NLEX in 2005 and has
continued to expand the toll road
with several projects that now cover
key areas of Metro Manila in a move
to extend the seamless travel being
provided by the NLEX to residents of
the capital and beyond.
MNTC is a subsidiary of Metro Pacific
Tollways Corporation (MPTC) of the
Metro Pacific Investments
Corporation (MPIC).

With uncompromising commitment
in serving the Filipino people, TMC is
committed in delivering world class
service to motorists and commuters
in North Luzon. TMC is under the
umbrella of the Metro Pacific
Tollways Corporation.
TMC also operates and maintains the
Subic Freeport Expressway (SFEX). It
is approximately 8.8 kilometers in
length. SFEX alignment in the Eastern
portion directly connects to SCTEX
before it goes straight inside the
Subic Bay Freeport Zone, the former
American Naval Base.
By now, travel from Manila to this
bustling Freeport is greatly reduced
with the expressways (NLEX, SCTEX
and SFEX) connecting the hub.
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Special Mention: Costume Partners

LIFETIME FEED PATRON
AUGGIE CORDERO

LIFETIME FEED PATRON
PATIS TESORO
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Special Mention: Adopt a Tree & Adopt a Coral Partners
ALL DIVERS ARE WELCOME!
Popularly known as a diving and snorkeling haven, Anilao in Mabini,
Batangas houses the Tanlak Beach Resort & Dive Center with its
modern design set at Anila’s shores between the high‐end diving
resorts that cater to international divers and the local hut resorts
for others. What separates Tanlak hoever is its varied and delicious
cuisine and the attentiveness of staff.
A number of room types and bungalows are available for divers and
non divers to catch the stunning sunrises, and the cocktail sunsets.
Thank you Tanlak for sponsoring the 3 x PHp10,000 Raffle Tickets
for the Musical Tribute 2015!

To give FUN and PURPOSE to everyone associated with us - our
guests, our employees, our suppliers and, most importantly, for
the adults living with autism.
JULYAN, a 23 years old young man, is the inspiration behind Zambawood – a boutique resort in the surf
shores of La Paz, San Narciso, Zambales. ZAMBAWOOD started with a dream to create a place for
people with special needs. The first one being Julyan, the second adult child of the owners with autism.
Zambawood aims to be a model for integration and inclusion of adults with special needs. It aims to
create awareness and acceptance in society at large and to inspire other businesses to follow suit and
make accommodations and opportunities for adults with such life challenges.
Zambawood operates as a social enterprise. It encompasses the farm, surf cafe and the boutique
resort to become the facilities for life skills learning for adults living with autism. In cooperation with
other skills and learning centers and facilitators, the adults with special needs receive training in
agriculture at Julyan's Pine Beach Farm, housekeeping, hospitality and culinary skills at Zambawood
Resort, woodwork, recycled arts, pottery and painting at the workshops which will all be sold at the
Souvenir Shop at Zambawood Cafe.
Zambawood aims to be a model for integration and inclusion of adults with special needs. It aims to
create awareness and acceptance in society at large and to inspire other businesses to follow suit and
make accommodations and opportunities for adults with such life challenges.
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As Patrons, we encouraged FEED to share their mission with a wider public audience, to
showcase theirs and their partners’ accomplishments through this Musical Tribute.
‐FEED Patrons Lyn Gamboa & Linda Mañalac, initiators of the Musical Tribute to Education & Environment 2015

FIDES CUYUGAN‐ASENSIO, Soprano
Nature Boy and Summertime

OPHIE MANANQUIL‐BAKKER, Mezzo

Fides began her musical training in 1938 when, after her family
moved to Manila, she was enrolled at the Philippine Women's
University grade school where she studied piano and music
theory. In 1947, Fides enrolled at the College of Music and Arts,
where she studied with Dean Felicing Tirona. Her graduation
recital landed her on the front page of the Manila Times, which
proclaimed "A star is born".

Ophie is Founder and President of FEED. She has been an active
environmentalist her whole life, like her late activist Father, having
grown up in her family's farm in Armenia, Tarlac. She earned her
Professional Teacher's Qualifying Exams in Singapore in 1998, after
having pursued her BA in English & Journalism at the University of the
East, a BSc in Education at Assumption College, Fashion Design &
Dressmaking at Madonna School of Fashion, and Interior Design at
Cancio Calma Associates.

Although her career has focused mostly on classical theater,
Asensio ventured into film when she appeared ‐ and was
nominated for best supporting actress ‐ in the epic "Oro, Plata,
Mata." She is also known for her many outreach programs. Fides
has toured Filipino communities in North America as Julia in the
zarzuela Walang Sugat (1979), as Sisa in Noli Me Tangere (1988),
as a soloist in Ana Maria (1991), and as a soloist in On Wings of
Song (the history of the Philippines) in 1995. Her most grueling
tour, though, came in late 1998, when she appeared as Anastacia
in Mayo...Bisperas ng Liwanag in major cities across the US. It was
the first time audiences had seen an unabridged Filipino opera,
and it was a great success in the 10 major US cities where it was
performed (including Detroit, Chicago, and New York).
Fides Cuyugan‐Asensio has come to be recognized one of the most
outstanding sopranos and musical personalities of the Philippines.
She is an actress, librettist, lyricist, pedagogue, producer and
director, and currently serves as Professor Emeritus at the
University of the Philippines Voice and Music Theater & Dance
Department.
Fides received the National People's Choice Award for Grand
Achievement Award in Theater Arts, and was conferred the
Lifetime Achievement Award for her outstanding achievements in
music by the Philippine Government.

Invocation ‐ The Prayer, Trees, Wind Beneath My Wings, Unchained
Melody, Oh My Man / Can’t Help Loving That Man (Medley), From a
Distance and Greatest Love of All

She started her professional career as a proofreader, then as a beat
reporter at the then‐“Evening News”, under the tutelage of the late
Louie Beltran & Max Soliven. She obtained two US Federal Civil Service
Eligibilities and four Philippine Civil Service Eligibilities while she was a
struggling working student in the 1960's. Her last post was at the US
Immigration & Naturalization Service (US Embassy Manila), where her
husband to be (42 years now), Jacob “Jack” Bakker van Vliet pursued
her after she left Lancaster Philippines, Inc. where they first met. She
and Jack married in 1973 and moved to Surabaya, where Pieter
Emanuel, Anne‐Marie Felicia & Henry‐Jacques were born. Returning to
the Philippines in 1981, Ophie became an active PTA member at the
International School Manila, then served with the Movie Television
Review & Classification Board.
Her innate musicality stems from having performed at a very young
age. She refined "The Voice" under the tutelage of the late Miss Kathy
Sternberg, Soprano & Music Professor, who noticed Ophie's style of
singing and stage performance, and agreed to give her lessons. Ophie
maintained her tree planting advocacies throughout, from a.o.
advocacies, the Balikatan Movement of Filipino Women for
Environment; Clean & Green; Environmental Watch for San Fernando;
and as Alumni President of her alma mater, Tarlac High School. She is
the driving force behind FEED, working to expand FEED’s scholarship
reach and impact through the “Living Legacy: Plant A Tree, Feed our
Future” programs in the Philippines.
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Everyone is performing from the heart, communicating our consolidated appeal for the
continued endorsement of much needed educational & environmental progress in the
Philippines – through their voices, musicality and dedication to these causes.
‐FEED President, Ophie Mananquil‐Bakker

JACOB VAN VLIET BAKKER, Tenor
Tulpen Uit Amsterdam” (Tulips from Amsterdam) and Unchained Melody
Jack is an agronomist by study and profession, with a Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Tropical & Subtropical Agriculture and in
Horticulture and Farm Mechanization from the International College of Tropical & Subtropical Agriculture in Deventer, The
Netherlands (now part of Wageningen University). Upon completing his practicum at the International Tobacco Research
Station in Bergerac, France, he was sent to Brazil, Peru and the Dominican Republic to set‐up various tobacco companies,
factories and processing facilities on behalf of leading tobacco trading houses in France, the Netherlands, and the US. As a
senior specialist in commodity trading, Jack is a seasoned tobacco leaf expert and entrepreneur, fondly referred to as the
“Indiana Jones” of the tobacco industry. He moved to Indonesia, Singapore and the Philippines to head regional offices for the
world's leading tobacco leaf and agri‐product merchant for over 40 years. Upon retirement in 2004, Jack set up his own
commodity, tobacco leaf and cigar businesses, which he continues to run today. He is also Chairman of FEED. Married to Ophie

JOSHUA TIU, Tenor
Anthem
Josh has performed in New York and London earning his performance art degrees from The Guildford School of Acting in the
UK & Lee Strasberg Institute in New York. He is also successful entrepreneur by profession, having graduated with a Degree in
Hotel & Restaurant Management from the Hotel Institute Montreux in Switzerland. Josh is tonight’s Artistic Director for the
Musical Tribute. “I am honored to be a part of this great cause. I am a big advocate of education for the younger generation
and it is through proper training and with an open mind that we can achieve great things. Protecting the environment is vital
to sustain our existence and insure the future generation. A huge thanks to the Bakker family for putting together this event
that brings everyone in support of education and the environment. More Power to FEED!”

LORENZO, Tenor
Exodus
Graduate of a BSc in Business Administration with a Major in Finance & Management Accounting. Lorenzo is a natural crooner,
with a wide range and repertoire, including classical, Broadway, cross over and pop. A self‐taught pianist, Lorenzo performs at
concerts and corporate shows in the Philippines and overseas. In 2010, his Believing in Love debut album was released in
Angeles and Manila, featuring eight of his own compositions, with remakes of My Heart Will Go On (English and Italian) and
What Are You Doing The Rest Of Your Life? (as sung by Celine Dion and Barbra Streisand). Aside from making music for the
Lord’s Prayer (Our Father) and Ave Maria, he has composed his own songs entitled With You I’m Home, dedicated to his
parents; Sense of Mission, an encouragement to youth to be catalysts for change; Stay or Say Goodbye, a love song; and others
dedicated to mentors, Overseas Filipino Workers and The Philippines. From 2011 to 2012, he became one of the “world class
performers” at the Venetian in Macau, and a regular onboard pianist of Star Cruises (to date), attributing his success to being
“street‐music‐smart”. Lorenzo earned a Featured Artist slot in the much acclaimed and internationally released publication

HENRY‐JACQUES BAKKER, Tenor
Invocation ‐ The Prayer; You Raise Me Up
Youngest of three children, born in Surabaya, Indonesia. He grew up in Manila and graduated from the International School
Manila. He completed his MA in French Studies at Leiden University in the Netherlands, an MSc in International Business at
the Birkbeck, University of London and is currently completing an MSc in Corporate Communications at the Rotterdam School
of Management. While studying he pursued parallel private singing studies with the late Dutch soprano and vocal coach
Jeannette van Dijck in The Hague. He has over fourteen years of PR and Communications experience and currently works at
Aramco's European headquarters in The Hague, the Netherlands.
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Southeastern College Children’s Choir
‘Strong in Mind and Character’
College Road, Taft Avenue, Pasay
551‐5693 / 831‐8484
www.southeastern.com.ph
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: Our purpose is to educate our students so they will learn and develop cognitive and non‐cognitive skills so that they
will have better lives and be well‐positioned to make this world a better place.

GIRLS
1. FRANCHESKA NOREEN ABABA
2. STEPHANIE JOULLIANNE AGUTAYA
3. SAMANTHA BARTOLOME
4. LANA SOFIA BAUTISTA
5. MA. ABBYSSINIA BOCO
6. LEILA BUSTAMANTE
7. GABRIELLE HYANCINTH CONSTANTINO
8. GLADYS ANGELA CRUZ
9. PATRICIA ROBYN DALISAY
10. JACQUI DANIELLE DE GUENO
11. HANNAH FERELYN DIAZON
12. CARLA CRISTINA INGEL
13. SAMANTHA ISABEL INGEL
14. SHENNA MAE IYOG
15. MA. HYACINTH LARA
16. MA. JASMINE LARA
17. FIONAH DENISSE LAT
18. LOVELY KHRISTEL MARCOS
19. PRINCESS NIKKI LOUICE MICHAELLA MORENO
20. LOUELA PACAYRA
21. LOREEN PALMOS
22. ALLENA MARIE PEREZ
23. MA. VICTORIA REA
24. AKIRA FAYE ROCAMORA
25. JANNA TABIOS

BOYS
1. ANDREI HANS AGUIRRE
2. MARC JUNE BAOIT
3. JOHN MARSHALL BENELISO
4. DARTAGNAN PHILIPPE BONODE
5. KARL NICK BORONG
6. CHRISTIAN MANNIX CRISTOBAL
7. SEAN DOMINIQUE DIAZ
8. CLARENZ ADEN IGLESIA
9. VINCE NATHANIEL MENDOZA
10. CLYDE JUSTIN PARADERO
11. IVAN ANGELO REYES
12. JIM BOONE ROMUALDO
13. ALWYN JOHN SALCEDO
14. BENCH GABRIELLE SANTOS
CHOIR MASTERS
1. Ms. Rojanne Marie De Leon
2. Ms. Aim Lerielle Matawaran
3. Mr. Dominic Dequiña
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JEFFREY SOLARES
Executive Director & Assistant Conductor, Manila Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
Jeffrey Solares’ formal training in music started when he was accepted as a scholar in the Philippine High School
for the Arts, a special school for young artists based in Mount Makiling, Laguna, where he graduated in 1990 at the top of
his class. He pursued a Bachelor of Music degree at the St. Scholastica’s College under Prof. Basilio Manalo and Prof.
Arturo Molina. Under their tutelage he joined and won major prizes at the National Music Competitions for Young Artists
(NAMCYA).
Upon graduation he was asked to go to Cebu to help establish and develop the Cebu Youth Symphony Orchestra.
There he discovered his passion for teaching and developed an excellent batch of Cebuano violinists who are now active
professional musicians. He also gained experience in managing artistic organizations, which was further honed when he
took up the Managing the Arts Program in the Asian Institute of Management (AIM) in 2003. In 2005, he returned to
Manila and for a time was the Resident Conductor of the Philippine Philharmonic Orchestra (PPO) at the Cultural Center of
the Philippines. He became a faculty member of the University of Santo Tomas, St. Scholastica’s College and the Philippine
High School for the Arts. He pursued formal training in the Suzuki Method, a specialized approach to teaching music for
young children.
At present he is the Executive Director of the Manila Symphony Orchestra (MSO), one of the first orchestras
established in Asia (established in 1926). His major responsibility is to develop a network of support for this orchestra and
help it reach higher levels of artistic excellence and community engagement. He occasionally conducts this orchestra in
special concerts featuring young soloists and also in collaborative performances with the Ballet Philippines where he
conducted the MSO in major ballet productions of Copellia (2009), Sleeping Beauty (2011) and Rama Hari (2012).

MANILA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (MSO)
Arranged and transposed the music for this Musical Tribute 2015
Established in 1926 by Viennese conductor Alexander Lippay, the Manila Symphony Orchestra (MSO) is one of
the first orchestras established in Asia and is currently the most vibrant and active symphony orchestra in the Philippines.
It is presently based at the St. Scholastica’s College School of Music and is composed of 60 committed musicians under the
musical direction of Prof. Arturo Molina. Among its members are some of the most respected orchestra musicians in the
country–many have been major prize winners in music competitions, while several have trained abroad and are in
important teaching posts in the leading music conservatories in the country.
Having in recent years established an Annual Concert Season featuring top local and international artists as
guests, MSO has helped create a thriving musical environment in Metro Manila and has been a major contributor to
bringing attention to Filipino excellence in the field of classical music. Its recent roster of soloists include violinists
Diomedes Saraza Jr., Regina Buenaventura, Joseph Esmilla and its own concertmaster Gina Medina; cellists Wilfredo
Pasamba and Victor Michael Coo; pianists Victor Asuncion and Mary Anne Espina; bass player Jiovanni Tabada; and opera
singers Camille Lopez Molina, Margarita Gomez Gianelli and Noel Azcona. International guest musicians have also
appeared with the orchestra, giving the orchestra members a chance to gather valuable inspiration and guidance from
these artists while giving Manila audiences a chance to hear them perform with the MSO. Among them are guest
conductors Christoph Poppen, Robert Ryker, Yaron Gottfried, Thanos Adamopoulos and Alexander Vikulov; Wagnerian
soprano Claire Primrose; flutist David Johnson; trumpet player Manu Mellaerts; and pianist Lydia Artymiw.
Aside from its Annual Concert Season, the MSO also established the Rush Hour Concert Series at the Ayala
Museum–a program featuring MSO’s own roster of musicians as soloists and designed to develop an audience for classical
music among professionals working in the Makati business district.
MSO’s capacity for collaboration with other artists and artistic companies has also revitalized ballet and opera
productions in the country. The MSO has performed full‐length productions of Copellia, The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty
and Rama Hari with Ballet Philippines and Don Quixote, Giselle, Les Corsairs, La Bayadere and Nutcracker with Lisa
Macuja’s Ballet Manila. A full‐length production of Bizet’s opera Carmen with the Lyric Opera Company of the Philippines
and a school production of Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte, as well as its recording of Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana with the Viva
Voce have also established MSO’s presence in the field of opera and choral music.
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